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MESSAGE
CHIEF

Greetings from the Fire Chief’s office! As we enter
into the fall/winter season, I want to take a moment
to highlight and recognize the fantastic work that
from the
your firefighters did since our last edition of this
newsletter.
Since July 1st our department members responded to more than 1,300
emergency incidents and attended more than 700 hours of Fire/Rescue/EMS
trainings. We managed to mostly avoid a destructive wild fire season, although we
did have a few rapidly developing wild fires. Due in no small part to the partnership
we have formed with other local, state and federal agencies, we were able to deploy
the maximum amount of resources in a rapid fashion.
One area of concern that I have is the initial release of information that we provide to
you, our citizens, when an emergency incident is unfolding. As a “Lesson Learned”
from a series of fires this summer, I have instituted a procedure in the District as well
as signed on to an agreement with the county that will get information out to you in a
considerably more timely manner.
On the topic of information, we are continuing to seek new ways to staff a much needed
third fire station. I have reviewed the last override levy results and will strive to reduce the
amount that we ask the public to vote on. The need for additional staffing hasn’t gone
away; in fact, it is needed now more than ever.
It remains an honor and privilege to serve as your Fire Chief and it is
because of the dedicated and professional staff we have here at the
Northern Lakes Fire District. As always, be sure to say “hi” to your
dedicated firefighting and EMS crews when you see
them out working hard to protect the people we serve.

Pat Riley
Fire Chief

pwriley@northernlakesfire.com
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OPERATIONS
Call Volume Y-T-D
Jan-Mar
Apr-Jun

1,218
1,289

Jul-Sep

1,332

IN COMPARISON

2017

2018

TOTAL: 3,605

TOTAL: 3,839

(+6.5%)

Fire 79
Fire 84
Rescue/EMS 2,465 Rescue/EMS 2,623

Calls for Service in 2018 YTD (Jan - Sept)
Incident Type

Number

Structure Fire

10

Wildland, Grass Fire

16

Outside Trash Receptacle Fire

1

Illegal Burn

7

Rescue/EMS Incident

711

Motor Vehicle Accident

69

EMS Transport (Non Emergency)

97

EMS Transport (Critical Care)

12

Water/Ice Rescue

1

Flammable Liquid Spill

3

Carbon Monoxide/Toxic Gas

3

Gas Leak

4

Electrical Wiring/Equip Problem

4

Power Line Down

1

Vehicle Accident Clean Up

1

Open Burning Extinguishment

3

Service Call

32

Person in Distress

9

Assist Invalid

31

Good Intent Call

243

Authorized Burning Check

26

Smoke Scare, Odor

10

Hazmat Investigation, Cleared

1

False Alarm, Call

37
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FIRE PREVENTION MONTH

O

ctober is National Fire Prevention Month. Every year
during this time, our crews and Deputy Fire Marshal
Lyon visit the elementary schools in the District to deliver a
fire prevention message to 2nd and 5th graders. This year’s
message is “The Science of Fire Safety” with school children
learning about the scientific reasons for different aspects of
fires so they can understand WHY certain things are done
and ways fire behaves.
L-R Firefighter Ryan Alltus , Firefighter Forrest Muthersbaugh

Keep bedroom doors shut to help protect against
smoke and fire, and allow time for smoke detectors to
wake occupants up & get out of house safely
Fire needs HEAT-FUEL-OXYGEN Removing any
one of these will extinguish a fire
If fire is on a person, stopping, dropping and rolling
removes the OXYGEN from the fire
We don’t run if our clothes catch on fire as it ADDS

OXYGEN and the fire grows
Engineer Chris Larson donning Personal Protective Equipment

DID YOU KNOW?
Putting water on a fire makes steam which removes
the HEAT from a fire
Crawling on hands and knees keeps us under the smoke and

HEAT but ALSO keeps our heads above poisonous gases
which can collect right at the surface and are invisible to see

For additional fire safety
information or smoke
detector assistance,
please contact us at
208-772-5711

The actual paper and wood do not burn.
For something to burn it must be in a
vapor (gaseous) state. What actually
occurs is when we heat wood or paper it
will begin to decompose and vaporize.
This fire gas mixes with the air until it
ignites ABOVE the solid fuel source.
This involves the process called
pyrolysis (py-rol-uh-sis)
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O
EMPLOYEE
he
of t

ur Employee of the Quarter for Fall 2018 is Firefighter/Paramedic
Eric Foti. In 1992, at the age of 13, Eric moved to North Idaho from
San Diego and has been here ever since. Working hard has never been an
issue for Eric. After moving to Idaho, while attending school Eric also helped
manage the family owned pet shop until he was 19. At this time he decided
to try his hand in several new types of work including roofing, landscaping,
carpet cleaning and hard surface floor restoration.

Quarter

T

his wasn’t enough for Eric so he decided to volunteer for Kootenai
County Fire and Rescue in 1999, earning his Firefighter I certification
followed by his EMT-B, EMT-I and Hazmat Technician certifications over the
following four years. Eric became a full-time resident for KCFR and joined
the Region 1 Hazmat Team.

I

n 2005 Eric became a small business owner by starting a hard surface floor
restoration company that was very successful for five years. Looking for
Firefighter/Paramedic Eric Foti
something to take up what little spare time he had, he joined Timberlake Fire
District as a volunteer firefighter in 2007 and
was hired full-time for them in 2008. While working both jobs until 2010
Eric sold his flooring company to focus full-time on his firefighting career.

B

y 2013 Eric had pursued several more certifications including driver/
operator and had been promoted to Lieutenant. In 2015 Eric paid for his
own paramedic schooling while working full time at Timberlake and part time
at both AMR and Medstar. Obviously, when Northern Lakes Fire District had
the opportunity to fill a firefighter/paramedic position, Eric was one of the top
candidates and we were fortunate that he accepted an offer to join us in
August of 2016.

E

ric has a busy family including his beautiful wife Jessika, four children;
Jazmyn, Taylor, Alex, and Jacob, and the newest addition granddaughter Lexi, who is ten months old. Although it doesn’t seem like Eric would have
any extra time, you can also find him volunteering to assist with community
outreach programs sponsored by Northern Lakes Fire, fly fishing, doing
CrossFit, and even practicing Brazilian Jiu Jitsu! A little known talent Eric
discovered when he was very little was his ability to play music on the piano
by memory after reading and playing the song just once.

W

e are so fortunate to have Eric as part of the
Northern Lakes Fire District family. You will never
meet a nicer person or one more dedicated to becoming
the best emergency responder possible. Make sure you
say hello and “thank you” the next time Eric shows up to
help or play a tune on the piano!
By Jim Lyon, Deputy Fire Marshal/PIO
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CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

OCTOBER 29
28

30

31
NOVEMBER 2
Halloween 1

4

5

6

7

8 Board

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

30

DECEMBER
1 Hayden

Set Clocks
Back

Veterans
Crew Visit
Day
Little
Friends
Observed

2

26

Crew Visit
Little Friends

3

Crew Visit NW
Expedition

3

Please email us to be
included on our
mailing list
Admin@northernlakesfire.com

Thanksgiving
Day

Station Tour
Little Friends

25

Meeting
10 a.m.

The Fire Wire is a
quarterly newsletter
published by the
Northern Lakes Fire
Protection District

27

28

29 Board

Meeting
10 a.m.

4

5

6

Lights Parade

7
Rathdrum
D’Lights

8
Rathdrum
D’Lights

Please note the board meeting scheduled for the 4th Thursday in November has been
moved to November 29 due to the Thanksgiving Holiday

Administrative Offices
125 W. Hayden Ave.
Hayden ID 83835
(208) 772-5711
Board Meetings
2nd & 4th Thursdays
10:00 a.m.
125 W. Hayden Ave.
Hayden ID 83835
Board Members
Dennis L. Amende
Larry R. Clark
David P. Halpin
Terry J. Thompson
James C. Washko
Fire Chief
Patrick W. Riley

Visit us on the Web
www.northernlakesfire.com
Follow us on
https://www.facebook.com/nlfpd
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