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Chief’s Message
It was another busy year for the Northern
Lakes Fire District with 2016 our busiest yet
at more than 4,600 calls for service. Thanks
to the diligent efforts of all our personnel, we were able
to maintain a high level of service to our communities
while still experiencing an ever-increasing demand for
service.

Hello 2017

2016 Response Data

Emergency preparedness remained a top priority this
past year with the District participating in a wide range of
training from a mass decontamination drill with the assistance of staff and students at Lakeland High School, to
the Cascadia Rising 2016 Functional Exercise involving
several government and private sector agencies jointly
responding to a region-wide disaster scenario.

Calendar
1/24 Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m.
2/11 Annual Awards Banquet
2/14 Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m.
2/20 President’s Day Holiday

I am grateful for the support and encouragement
received from my staff, elected officials, peers and
constituents over the past year. In return, I pledge to
remain committed to service, safety, and responsibility.

3/14 Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m.

Sincerely,

3/17 St. Patrick’s Day

Pat Riley
Fire Chief

Administra ve Oﬃces
125 W. HAYDEN AVE.
HAYDEN ID 83835
208/772-5711

Fire Calls

As I approach my first anniversary as Fire Chief of a
department I’ve been serving for more than 20 years, I
look forward to the exciting challenges 2017 will bring.
My goal this year is to identify priorities and strategies to
continue meeting the increasing demand for service,
while also preparing for our future growth and expansion. These efforts will always be driven by our mission
to provide a high level of proficient and competent
services to our public.

3/12 Daylight Savings Begins

3/28 Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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TO RECEIVE THE NEXT EDITION OF
The Fire Wire IN YOUR INBOX,
PLEASE EMAIL US AT
admin@northernlakesﬁre.com

THE

Employee of
the Quarter

We are happy to recognize Jarrod
Pitts as our first “Employee of the
Quarter” for 2017. Jarrod Pitts
joined Northern Lakes Fire in the
summer of 2012 after spending
time with Spokane County Fire
Districts #4 and #8. Beginning his
fire training with the Spokane
Community College Fire Science
program from which he graduated
in 2009, Jarrod had set his sights
on becoming a full-time firefighter
for a long time.
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been many interesting and varied
jobs throughout his employment
years; beginning with work at his
grandfather’s logging company
starting at age 13. Several other
early jobs found Jarrod working in
the food business but as an avid
lover of music and dance, he soon
found gigs at events as a Red Bull
dancer. If you’re lucky, you may get
him to show you a hip-hop move or
two or even sit and play the piano
and belt out a song.

Jarrod has found a love for scuba
diving and a relatively new interest
in snow skiing. It is hard to believe
but Jarrod has had to work hard to
overcome his fear of social
situations in a big way. You would
never get this impression as he

For years, Jarrod was able to
juggle a full time job at Northern
Lakes Fire while also working as
an emergency room tech at
Sacred Heart AND Valley Hospital.
Jarrod now dedicates his time
working for Northern Lakes and
spending quality time with his wife
of seven years, Heather. Travel is
certainly in the future for both
Jarrod and Heather with just about
all continents being on their bucket
list.

Born in South Korea, Jarrod
made his way to the United States
at seven months of age where he
was adopted by his parents. He
and his family lived and moved to
many Washington towns including
Spokane Valley, Colville, East
Wenatchee, Eastmont, Quincy,
and finally back to Spokane for the
past 19 years, which is now
considered “home”. There have
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Fireﬁghter/EMT Jarrod Pi6s

Some of Jarrod’s extra-curricular
interests at Northern Lakes Fire
include; Secretary of the IAFF
Local, Muscular Dystrophy representative, organizer and teacher of
CPR/AED’s at local high schools,
lead person on our hose and
ladder testing & inventory, and
member of our District Honor
Guard. For these and other
reasons, Jarrod was awarded as
Firefighter of the Year for 2015 and
recently
recognized
as
a
Hometown Hero by a local news
agency.

We are fortunate that Jarrod found
speaks with ease in any situation.
Jarrod’s grandfathers have both
made long lasting impacts in our
area. His mother’s father pioneered
the idea of harvesting the regrowth
forests and the planting of trees
throughout Washington and his
dad’s father was one of the founders of PAML, Spokane’s central
laboratory, and a key player in the
establishment of the Inland Northwest Blood Bank.

(208) 772-5711

his “home” with the Northern Lakes
Fire District.
Be sure you
tell him thanks
for doing such
an awesome
job the next
time you see
him!
by Jim Lyon,
Deputy Fire
Marshal/PIO

www.northernlakesfire.com
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Winter

Safety
TIPS

Many residents ﬁnd that it is diﬃcult
to maintain the heat in their homes
during extreme cold temperatures,
especially in older manufactured
homes. At no Fme should unapproved propane or charcoal heat
devices be used within a home or
shop. Most of these appliances are
intended for well venFlated, outdoor
use. If using portable electric space
heaters, ensure proper clearance
from combusFbles such as blankets
and bedding. We have responded to
many ﬁres that started in bedrooms
when heaters were too close to the
bed or a blanket was tossed oﬀ onto
the heater during the night.
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Information compiled by Jim Lyon,
Deputy Fire Marshal/PIO

Safe

Walking
In Ice
and Snow
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NORTHERN LAKES FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
The Northern Lakes Fire Protection District is
governed by a board of five commissioners
elected to serve four-year terms. These
community members are responsible for
defining the District’s long-term vision and
have discretionary powers to manage and
conduct the business and affairs of the
District including adopting budgets and
policies to be implemented by administrative
staff.

Our fire commissioners also actively participate
in state and local associations and committees
to address issues that affect fire and emergency
services.
The public is welcome to attend Board Meetings
scheduled the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month at 3:00 p.m. held at Station No. 1,
125 W. Hayden Ave., in Hayden.
The meeting agendas and minutes are posted
on our website under “District Information, Fire
Commissioners” as soon as they are available.

Commissioner Larry R. Clark
Sub-District 1 since 2006
(Rathdrum Area)

Commissioner David Halpin
Sub-District 2 since 2008
(Hayden Area west of Hwy. 95))

If you have questions or comments for the board
and are unable to attend a meeting, please call
208/772-5711 during business hours to leave a
message.

Commissioner Dennis Amende
Sub-District 3 since 2006
(Hayden Area east of Hwy. 95))

Commissioner Jim Washko
Sub-District 4 since 2008
(Hayden Lake & the east
Garwood area))

Commissioner Terry Thompson
Sub-District 5 since 2006
(Twin Lakes & the west
Garwood Area))

Idaho State Fire
Commissioners Association

ISFCA President Rudy Rudebaugh presents the
Regional Director’s Award to Northern Lakes
Fire Commissioner Dave Halpin

125 West Hayden Avenue, Hayden, ID

The Northern Lakes Fire District is a member
of the Idaho State Fire Commissioners
Association (ISFCA). Commissioner Dave
Halpin was recently awarded the ISFCA
Regional Director’s Award for his “selfless
dedication and service” as an elected fire
commissioner. The award was presented by
ISFCA President, Rudy Rudebaugh, also a
fire commissioner for Timberlake Fire District.

(208) 772-5711

The Idaho State Fire Commissioners Association is a member organization comprised of fire
districts in the State of Idaho represented by
elected officials. The ISFCA promotes and
fosters improved fire protection services
throughout the state while supporting
legislation that benefits fire districts. The
association of fire commissioners works in
cooperation with the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association to inform, educate,
represent, lead and serve all fire
districts of Idaho in preserving
life and property.

www.northernlakesfire.com
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Firefighter/Paramedic Will Windom was sworn in as a career member of the District
in November. Will left a career as a locomotive engineer for the BNSF Railway in
2012 to pursue one as a career firefighter. He volunteered for Spokane County Fire
District No. 9 then was hired full-time in 2013 at Spokane County Fire District No. 4.
By early 2016, he had obtained his Paramedic certification.
We are fortunate to have Will bring his varied set of skills to our organization and
proudly welcome him as the newest member of Northern Lakes Fire!

FF/Medic Will Windom is congratulated by Board
Chairman Thompson aAer being sworn in

FF/Medic Will Windom and his proud mom,
Rebecca, aAer being pinned with his badge

December 28, 2016 - District crews respond to structure ﬁre on Boot Hill Road in Hayden
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Your input is valuable to us!
Please submit any ideas or requests for items to
include in future edions of The Fire Wire to:
admin@northernlakesﬁre.com

December 14, 2016
Crews on scene of
structure ﬁre on
Avondale Loop
in Hayden
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